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 Legal Expert, DG NEAR, EU Commission (2017-current) 
- Conduct legal review of financing decisions and contracts addressing all legal aspects and ensuring coherence, upon 

request; 
- Examine, advise and propose solutions to the operational Units in HQ and  Delegations on pre-contentious claims and 

disputes during tendering and execution of contracts; 
- Advise and draft guidelines, templates and instructions for implementation of  assistance actions in countries of Europe's 

eastern and southern neighborhood, as well as of the enlargement area; 
 

 Legal Expert (Good governance, Anti-corruption and AML), Council of Europe (2015-2017) 
 

- (Bulgaria) Corruption risk assessment (desk & on-site review) of the prison system. 
- (Jordan) Assist the AC agency in engaging into legislative corruption-proofing; Awareness-raising in developing anti-

corruption programs in the private sector; 
- (Macedonia) Corruption risk assessment (desk & on-site review) of the prison system; drafting of a corruption mitigation 

plan. In particular: Conduct the review of the correctional police human resources system (including institutional and 
regulatory frameworks) currently in force; Develop the concept of the new human resources system of correctional police 
(including recruiting, promotion, career development, individual and collective performance indicators); Consultations 
with the MoJ/Security management, correctional police officers, civil society and other relevant stakeholders; 
Assessment on the Code of Ethics of Prison Police Officers; Provide in-service training and knowledge transfer, guidance 
and expert input to the staff of the project implementation units; 

- (Morocco) Review of the administrative manual for anti-corruption inquiries for the local AC agency; Establish a 
corruption ‘risk-mapping’ analysis of the public procurement sector; Review of the national legislation on corruption 
whistleblowing; Preparation of a methodology for legislative corruption-proofing (consisting in a) Carry out the 
preliminary assessment for establishing anti-corruption assessment of laws, or b) Produce the preliminary report with 
recommendations to improve the existing methodology on anti-corruption assessment of laws and related legislation, 
and c) Producing the final report on the draft/methodology on anti-corruption assessment of laws and related legislation);  

- (Russia) Protection of the rights of entrepreneurs from corrupt practices: solving systemic problems of entrepreneurship. 
Paper/Seminar on “Criminal law, procedures and practices concerning liability of entrepreneurs”; 

- (Bulgaria) Improving the asset recovery system: Preparation of a comprehensive assessment study on institutional and 
legal framework, covering all aspects concerning the efficiency of the AR system, including human rights safeguarding 
aspects and the transparency/efficiency of management of forfeited assets. 

 

 Senior Legal Consultant, World Bank Group (2010-2017)  
a) 2010-2017: IBRD, Financial Market Integrity 

Deliver projects on AML/CFT to fight organized economic crimes and addressing development issues of governance and 
anti-corruption, financial inclusion, ease of doing business, stolen asset recovery and illicit financial flows. Examples: 

- National Risk Assessment (NRA): Tool for self-assess domestic anti-money laundering risk, as to collect and analyze 
useful data and statistics, and inform a risk-based action plan, in light of the FATF and regional bodies’ recommendations.  

- Licensing toolkit: For improving effectiveness of the regulatory screening processes at market entry for critical sectors.  
Specifically conceived for Fragile/Conflict-affected Situations (i.e. Liberia and Sierra Leone) 

- Improving the Rule of Law: Strengthening integrity, transparency & accountability of the law-making process by clear 
enumeration of all component steps in a new legal framework (including responsibilities, accountabilities, quality 
standards, and oversight functions), and supporting sustainable implementation. Specifically conceived for 
Fragile/Conflict-affected Situations (i.e. Liberia and Sierra Leone) 

- Asset Disclosure: assist client countries design policies and implement processes that address financial disclosure in 
general and verification systems in particular; Develop knowledge products and good practices regarding financial 
disclosures, combining understanding of disclosure and conflict of interest systems, knowledge of international trends, 
national experiences and lessons learned from implementation;  

b) 2014-2017: Integrity Vice Presidency (INT) 

Investigation and sanctions related to allegations of fraud and corruption in Bank Group-financed activities, prevention 
and mitigation of corruption risks through advice and training.  Tasks: Coordination of outreach efforts with members of 

https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/about/directorate-general_en
http://www.coe.int/en/web/human-rights-rule-of-law/home
http://www.coe.int/t/DGHL/cooperation/economiccrime/corruption/Projects/SNAC%202/Default_SNAC2_Morocco_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/DGHL/cooperation/economiccrime/corruption/Projects/SNAC%202/Default_SNAC2_Morocco_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/DGHL/cooperation/economiccrime/corruption/Projects/SNAC%202/Default_SNAC2_Morocco_en.asp
http://www.worldbank.org/fpd/financialdisclosure/lawlibrary
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB0QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwwwr.worldbank.org%2Fintegrity&ei=5Z-9U6nfF4ursATzlYDYDg&usg=AFQjCNEqI5YOTIKvhG_6MRdd-c3OkTjHlw&sig2=n_PP__1ysC8uNa9uHgHu0A&bvm=bv.70138588,d.cWc


the WB International Corruption Hunters Alliance (ICHA); Assistance in developing and delivering on-line training and 
seminars (i.e. Corruption whistleblower systems; Follow the Money: Tips and perspectives from prosecutors in financial 
centers; Operation skills for financial investigators); Conduct research on anti-corruption tools, policies and emerging 
practices, including corruption reporting and whistleblower mechanisms. Participating countries:  Botswana, Chile, Costa 
Rica, Dominican Republic, Peru, Philippines, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Tanzania.  

c) 2013-2017: Stolen Asset Recovery (StAR) Initiative, WB/UNODC 
Tasks: Support in the organization and delivery of trainings; country assessments and events for practitioners on recovery 
of stolen assets (such as the Second Arab Forum on Asset Recovery) 

d) 2015: Governance Global Practice, Governance and Inclusive Institutions 
The Justice, Rights and Public Security Unit supports the application of rights in development practice and enhancement 

of public security. Tasks: Compile and analyze available data for possible indicators to measure justice, rule of law and 

security in post-2015 MDG framework; develop knowledge material on inclusive justice institutions. 

e) 2013: IFC, FPD/Global Indicators and Analysis (GIA), Benchmarking Public Procurement project. This is an initiative on 
assessing public procurement, with specific attention to transparency, accountability and efficiency of PP systems 
globally. Research and analysis is done in a “Doing Business” style. 
 

 Legal Consultant (Anticorruption/Integrity management), UNDP (2016) 
(Moldova) Strengthen the capacities of the national anti-corruption agency in the analysis of corruption in private sector 
through developing a comprehensive assessment report on the conformity of national anticorruption system, including legal, 
normative and policy framework, to UNCAC and other international standards related to corruption and integrity in private 
sector and deliver concrete recommendations for preventing corruption and integrity management in private sector (at 
legislative, normative, institutional and policy level) and a sample Code of ethics for small and medium enterprises. 

 

 Of Counsel, at Moarbes LLP (2014 to 2016) 
Expertise on: Good governance (AML/CFT, Assets disclosure, Conflict of Interests, Public procurement), Human Rights and 
International arbitration (ICSID).  
 

 Law Drafting Expert, Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (2014-2016) 
Delivery of the three-monthly seminar for legal drafters from national authority, representatives of States parties to the 
OPCW Convention. Activities include: 
- Introduction to the competence and functioning of the OPCW, in particular national implementation measures; 
- Assessment of existing relevant domestic legislation, traditions and chemical market map;  
- Advice on different legislative approaches and review draft legislation submitted by States Parties to ensure they are 

aligned to the CWC and other regional legal instruments; 
 

 Supervising president of voting/ballot station, Rome (Italy) (1994 to 2010) 
 

 Special Consular Services Officer, U.S. Embassy, Rome (2008-2010) 
- Advise on legalities of special consular cases (victims of crime, criminal/civil proceedings, extraditions, international child 
abductions, detentions, deaths, welfare/whereabouts); 
- Participate in investigative activities and intelligence handling, with application of foreign service regulations, as well as 
International, American and Italian laws; 
- Manage emergency casework with extensive institutional contacts (police, medical and judicial authorities); 
- Provide notarial services; 
- Advise on American/Italian consular relations and occasional US congressional inquiries; 
- Representative of Local Employed Staff (LES): board appointed budget manager. 
 

 Lawyer, member of Registry at the European Court of Human Rights, Strasbourg (France) (2004-2008) 

- Assess and analyze applications filed to the ECtHR; 
- Manage files, draft rulings, judgments, decisions and other administrative reports;  
- Supervise and facilitate parties negotiations, and draft friendly-agreement and settlement; 
- Correspond with applicants, lawyers and Governments; 
- Procedural review as well as supervision of junior lawyers and administrative assistants; 

 

 Long Term Electoral Observer, EU Commission, DG Relex (2005) 

https://star.worldbank.org/star/event/third-biennial-meeting-world-bank-group%E2%80%99s-international-corruption-hunters-alliance
http://star.worldbank.org/star/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/governance
http://www.undp.org/
http://www.md.undp.org/content/dam/moldova/docs/Publications/Assessment%20report%20NAC.pdf?download
http://www.md.undp.org/content/dam/moldova/docs/Publications/Sample%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20for%20Small%20and%20Medium%20Enterprises.pdf?download
http://www.moarbeslaw.com/
https://www.opcw.org/events-calendar/national-implementation/event/2015/10/05/event/tx_cal_phpicalendar/invitation_to_apply_for_legal_drafters_and_national_authority_representatives_of_states_parties_to_t-2/
http://italy.usembassy.gov/acs/emergency.html


Parliamentary elections observation mission, Venezuela. 
- Represent EU mission locally (media outreach; interviews with candidates; contact with local authorities); 
- Monitor/assess electoral campaign evolution and report daily to the headquarter in Caracas;  
- Discover assigned district area in preparation for the Election day; 
- Brief/manage Short term observers’ team (STOs) upon arrival and during election day; 

 

 Research Assistant, Justice and Home Affairs Unit, at Center for European Policy Studies (CEPS), Brussels (Belgium) (2003) 
- Interview JHA representatives of the (then) ten acceding countries in order to assess their capacity to cope with the JHA 

requirements based on the EU acquis; 
- Establish, develop and maintain institutional, academic and professional contacts; 
- Assist the head of unit on legal research and drafting of papers;  

 

Publications/Technical papers: 
1. Mitigation plan concerning corruption in the national prison system (CoE 2016) 
2. Capacity building in legislative corruption-proofing methodology (CoE, 2016) 
3. Assessment report regarding corruption in the national prison system (CoE: FYROM 2016, Bulgaria 2017) 
4. Assessment report on the conformity of the Moldovan national anticorruption system to major international standards 

related to corruption and integrity in private sector, including a set of concrete recommendations (UNDP, 2016) 
5. Integrity Code of Conduct for Small and Medium Enterprises for Moldova (UNDP, 2016) 
6. Securing the First Link in the Extractives Chain: Integrity Checking for Licenses in Critical Sectors (co-authored, WBG, 2016) 
7. Compliance analysis of national law for the protection of victims, witnesses, experts and whistleblowers vis-à-vis the Council 

of Europe recommendation (CM/Rec 2014-7) (CoE, 2016); 
8. Criminal law, procedures and practices concerning liability of entrepreneurs (CoE, 2015); 
9. Manual of procedures on anti-corruption inquiries carried out by the Central AC Authority (co-authored, CoE, 2015); 
10. Risk assessment methodology for public procurement review (co-authored, CoE, 2015); 
11. Number of intentional homicide and conflict-related deaths per 100,000 people (WBG, MD Goal 16.1.1, WBG, 2014);  
12. Percentage of people who have access to an adequate dispute resolution mechanism (WBG, MD Goal 16.3.1, WB, 2014); 
13. Using Asset disclosure for identifying politically exposed persons (co-authored, WBG, 2012). 

 

Peer-Reviewed/Contributed to: 
- International Crisis Management: The Approach of European States; 
- Left out of the Bargain: Settlements in Foreign Bribery; Cases and Implications for Asset Recovery (StAR, 2013); 
- Public Office, Private Interests: Accountability through Income and Asset Disclosure (StAR, 2012). 

  
Education/Qualifications: 
- ISO 37001 Expert, ACCREDIA (Italy) 
- Lawyer, qualified (non-member) at the Law Bar association of Rome (Italy). 
- Summer school “Work in hostile environments”, Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies (Pisa, Italy) 
- M.A. on Advanced Interdisciplinary European Studies, College of Europe  

Major: EU Accession and Transformation. Dissertation: Right to family reunification, between ECtHR and ECJ 
- LL.M. (Laurea in Giurisprudenza), La Sapienza University (Rome)  

Major: EU and International laws. Dissertation: Fundamental rights within the EU 
- Erasmus program at the Turku Law School (TLS), Turku/Åbo (Finland) (2000-2001) 

Diplomas on: International Criminal Law and International Trade Law  
 

Additional training:  
- The How of Policy Reform: Short Course (by Profs. Fukuyama & Weaver, Stanford University) 
- US Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) framework (presentation by FCPA officials) 
- Negotiations and Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR), Graduate school USA                                                
- Financial Crimes Detection workshop (by WB Group/IMF/Federal Reserve)  
- International Investigators Workshop on Fraud, Corruption and Collusion (INT/WB Group) 
 

Language skills: Italian (mother tongue); English and French (very good), Spanish (good)  

http://eeas.europa.eu/eueom/pdf/missions/finalreportenversion.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/eueom/pdf/missions/finalreportenversion.pdf
http://eeas.europa.eu/eueom/pdf/missions/finalreportenversion.pdf
http://www.coe.int/en/web/corruption/technical-papers
http://www.md.undp.org/content/dam/moldova/docs/Publications/Assessment%20report%20NAC.pdf?download
http://www.md.undp.org/content/dam/moldova/docs/Publications/Sample%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20for%20Small%20and%20Medium%20Enterprises.pdf?download
https://www.coe.int/t/dghl/cooperation/economiccrime/corruption/Projects/PRECOP/Technical%20Papers/TP%202015/ECCU-2312-PRECOP-TP3-2015EN.pdf
http://go.worldbank.org/P8MH7YBM80
https://star.worldbank.org/star/publication/left-out-bargain-settlements-foreign-bribery-cases-and-implications-asset-recovery
https://star.worldbank.org/star/publication/public-office-private-interests
http://www.itpcm.dirpolis.sssup.it/
https://www.coleurope.eu/
http://www.utu.fi/en/units/law/studying/turku-law-school/Pages/home.aspx
http://cddrl.fsi.stanford.edu/research/the_leadership_academy_for_development
http://www.graduateschool.edu/

